Old churches and a picturesque forest park impress in Knezha

Kpacru CTapu UbpKBY, BENUKONENEH My3el 1 XUBOMKU-
CeH Neconapk CbC 300KBT NPUBAMYAET TYPUCTUTE B rPaj
KHexa, pa3nonoxeH B [lyHaBckaTa XbIMUCTa PaBHWHA,

Ha 30 Km OT peka [lyHas.

Beautiful old churches, an excellent museum, and a
picturesque forest park with a small zoo are attracting
tourists to the town of Knezha, located in the hilly
Danube Plain 30 km south of the Danube River.

CTapl/I LbPKBU N KUBOTTNCEH JIECOTMNaPK BrevatJiABaT B KHeXa

» Epuu or wepBITE KNUTE-
JIVL Ha Te3U 3eMI Ca TPaKuTe,
KOMTO 06uTaBar 061macTTa
olLle OT TPETO XUIAKONETHE
npeau Xpucra. OKoro rpaga
Cce HAMMPAT OCTAHKIUTE Ha
MHOTO TPaKMIICKV MOTTIN.

C BK/TIOUBaHeTO Ha CeNulie-
T0 B npefienute Ha [IppBata
6prrapcka ippxkasa Kuexa
TOTy4aBa I CBOETO JIMe, 32
KOETO MIMa Pas/IMYHU BepPCUIL.
Cropept efiHa OT TAX 10 OHOBA
BpeMe B palioHa e U3MpaTeH
0O/IAPIH, KOUTO [ia Ce 3aeMe C
YIIpaB/IeHNETO Ha MECTHOCTTA.
MectHuTe r0 HapyUyar ,KbHDB3"

<OKARO

(B mpeBop - kMer). [[pyrata
BepcyA 32 IPOU3XOfa Ha IMETO
€ CBBP3aHa C Te3aTa, 4e Ollle
npes VII Bex Tyk ce HacTaHABa
I/IeMeHHa OOIIHOCT, HapuYaHa
kHax. CIIopef; TpeTH ThIKyBa-
HiA bk KHeka Hocn MeTo Ha
CcTapus 60CHEHCKO-OBITapCcKu
BIIaIeTeNCKM pofi KHexesny,
HAceNABa MECTHOCTTA Ipe3
XIV Bex.

IToBeye 3a 6orarata ucTOpyA Ha
TO3M Kpall MOXeTe Jla Hay4nTe
B O6IIMHCKIA HCTOPUYECKH
Myseit. MyseitHoTo fieno B
rpajia 3aroysa mpes 70-Te

» The Thracians were
among the first settlers on
these lands - they inhabited
the area as far back as the 3rd
millennium BCE. The remains
of several Thracian mounds
are found around the town.
With the inclusion of the
settlement within the borders
of the First Bulgarian Empire,
Knezha obtained its name.
There are divergent versions
about its origin. According
to the first one, a boyar was
sent to the region with the
mission of governing the area.
The locals called him “kanaz”

(translates as “mayor”). Another
version maintains the thesis
that a tribal community called
“knazh” settled here as early as
in the 7th century. Following

a third line of interpretation,
Knezha bears the name of the
old Bosnian-Bulgarian ruling
clan Knezhevich, which resided
in the area during the 14th
century.

You may learn more about
the rich history of this area

in the Municipal Museum

of History. The beginning of
museum activities in the town

> ropuHM Ha MUHA/NSA
Bek. OT 1985 . MyseAT nma
cobcTBeHa crpajia. YpegHuimre
MY IIOCTOSIHHO 000raTsIBaT eKc-
TO3UIINNTE Vi U3[UPBAT HOBU
KY/ITYPHMU LIeHHOCTH, KOUTO
faBaT MHGOpMAIMA 38 HCTO-
pusATa Ha cemuuiero. B myses
Ca V3TI0XeHN CTapy OBIrapcKu
¥ TYPCKM BECTHUIIN, JOKYMeH-
TH 1 OTOCH, POOCTIOBHOTO
'bPBO Ha HAKOM OT MECTHUTE
(amumnn, cBefieHNs 32 IbPBI
yUpexeHNs, UCTOPUSA Ha ydac-
THUINTE BB BOTHNUTE I TIp.
B O6myyHcKmsa nctopuyeckn
My3eil ca 060cobeH 3amm, B
KOMTO € IPeiCTaBeHo apXeoyo-
TYMYeCKOTO, eTHOTPagCKOTO U
XYZI0KeCTBEHO HACeCTBO Ha
Knexa.

TypucTideckara 061KOIKa Ha
Tpafia MOXe J1a TPOIBILKIY C
TocelleHNe Ha BeidecTBeHaTa
uspkBa ,Csera Tpouma”. T e
nocrpoena npes 1860 1., cmep
paspellieHie Ha OCMAHCKaTa
BJacT. VlcTopusaATa paskas-

B4, Ye IIAM0TO Hace/MeHNe Ha
KHexa ¢ ronAM eHTycHasbM,
IO6POBOTIEH TPYH U CPEACTBA
ce BK/II0YBA B M3[UTAHETO Ha
npaBocnaBHMA XxpaM. Ha oc-
BellaBaHeTo My mpes 1861 T. ce
cvbupar 14 xunaau gyun. Bre-
YaT/IIBa MACUBHILAT MKOHOCTAC

-

Ha IybPKBaTa, KbJIeTO MAIICTO-
pUTe ca BIIENN U eNleMeHTH

OT IOMIH'DKA HA MECTHHUTE.
ApxuTexTypara i BhTpell-
HaTa YKpaca Ha I'bpKBaTa ca
ynyButensu. Te ca mpumep 3a
MafiCTOpPCTBO B IIbPKOBHOTO U3-
KYCTBO OT BpeMeTO Ha Bbapax-
JIAHETO U 32 BUCOKOTO HAPOJHO
CaMOCB3HAHNE Ha OBATapUHA.
IHec xpampt ,Ceta Tpouia”
€ CbC CTaTyT Ha IjeHeH apX-
TeKTypeH IaMeTHNK, KaTo ce
1Ma IIpefiBUf, 4e CTPOEKBT e
OCDIIIECTBEH IIpefi IoBeYe OT
140 rogyHm.

IIpes 1910 r. e HanpaBeH
I'bPBYAT OCHOBEH PEMOHT Ha
xpama. ToraBa e mocTpoeHo u
XpamoBoTo Kybe. [Tpes 1943-
1944 . xpamsr € n3orpaducas.

Oxomo Kuexxa nma ote 1Ba
IIPaBOCIABHMU XpaMa C BICOKaA
apXMTEKTYpPHA I XYZI0KeCTBeHa
crojtrocrt. Ot 1870 . fatupa
1I'bpKBaTa ,,Bbsnecenue [ocmo-
rHe” B cento bpenna. ITpenn
IIOCTPOSABAHETO i peTUIMO3HNTE
o0peny ce M3BBPIIBAIIA B Y4~
mmeto. Cnen OcBoboxeHne-
TO yepKBaTa O1/1a [yXOBeH XpaM
3a OpeHVYaHN 1 Urpaena mojo-
KUTETHA PONA 32 HPABCTBEHOTO
Bb3NUTaHMe Ha XopaTa. [To

nIpa3HuLuTEe CTapy M MIagn

> was in the 1970s. The
museum has its own building
since 1985. Its curators
are constantly striving to
enrich the exhibitions and to
discover new cultural artefacts
that provide information
about the town’s history.
The museum exhibits old
Bulgarian and Turkish
newspapers, documents,
and photos, the genealogical
trees of some local families,
information about some early
institutions, stories of people
who participated to the wars,
etc. The Municipal Museum
of History has separate halls
to present the archaeological,
ethnographic, and artistic
heritage of Knezha.

The tour of the town might
continue with visiting the
majestic Sveta Troitsa [Holy
Trinity] church. It was built
in 1860, after the Ottoman

administration’s authorization.

Historical records tell that

the entire population of
Knezha took part, with

great enthusiasm, voluntary
work, and donations, in

the erection of the Eastern-
Orthodox place of worship. Its
consecration in 1861 drew 14
thousands people. The massive

iconostasis of the church, in
whose ornamentation the
artists have entwined elements
of the local population’s
livelihood, is impressive. The
architecture and the interior
decoration of the church are
amazing. They are an example
of craftsmanship in the
ecclesiastic art of the Revival
period and of the high level of
national self-awareness among
Bulgarians. Today, the Sveta
Troitsa church has the status
of a precious architectural
monument, given that its
construction is more than 140
years old.

The first major renovation of
the church was undertaken in
1910. This was also the time
when the dome was built. The
paintings date from 1943-
1944,

In Knezha’s vicinity, there are
two other Eastern-Orthodox
churches of high architectural
and artistic value. The
Vaznesenie Gospodne
[Ascension of Jesus] church
in the village of Brenitsa
dates from 1870. Before its
construction, religious rituals
were observed inside the
school. After the Liberation,




BG>  oruBanu B yepkBara He
CaMo /1a 3aMA/IAT CBELL, HO U fia
0011yBaT IOMEXTY CIL.

3apapu nmeto cu - ,Bbanece-
Hute [ocropHe”, MPasHMKBT Ha
yepkBaTa e Ha CracoBfieH.

JlpyraTa pennrnosHa eHHOCT

e I'bpKBaTa ,CBeTI ApXaHren
Muxann” B ceno Jlazaposo. 3a-
BDbplIeHa e mpes 1869 . IIbpk-
Bata QYHKIMOHMPA OT 1874 T.
Ilo Bpeme Ha TOTaMUTAPHNA
pexuM e 611a 3aTBOpeHa 3a Io-
CellleHN s, KAKTO I MHOTO JIpyT1
I'DPKBM B CTpaHaTa HIL. B Hed e
VIMaJI0 MHOTO LieHHY MKOHM 1
CTeHOMICH, KOUTO C TedeHe Ha
BPEMETO Ca M3Ye3HAJIIL.

Cnen 1990 . rbpxBa ,,CBeTH
Apxanren Muxaun” 0THOBO
3amoyBa a QyHKIMOHNMpa. B
Hesl BCKA TOMHA Ce 4eCTBaT
TO/IEMUTE I{BPKOBHI IIPA3HHUIIA
kato []BeTHuIa n BennkeH.

JT06MMO MACTO Ha MECTHU
Y TOCTH € XMBOMUCHUAT
neconapk ,,leprana”. Tepu-

sade .

TOpHUATA MY, € 00111a II0L OT
546 mexapa, e IpeAnoINTaHO
MACTO 33 CEMEITHY 3/IETH Ipe3
TOYMBHNTE FHN. B mapka nMa
000c06€eHY KBTOBE 32 BCAKAKBH
MHTepecH 1 Bb3PacT — MecTa
3a IMKHUK 11 6apOeKio, meiK,
JIeTCKIL JTIOTIKY ¥ CHOPBKEHIL,
o6uypuy nonanu. Ot mpecros
CH TYK BUHATY Haif-I[aCT/IMBU
cu Tpbrear fenara. [IpnunHara
€, 9e 3aeJ[HO C UTPNTe Ha BOMA
MOTaT Jia ce IOpafiBaT Ha C'b-
mectByBamyA o 1980 r. Hacam
300KDBT, KOJTO IIPHIOTABA B 28
MAaCVBHU CTPajiy MEUKI1, eleHs,
OHNTA, MYQIOHH, [TTUTAHM,
BB, L[PAYCH, MUCHUIIA, Tebe-
IV Y TIATHIIH, KO3M, TOTIAM 6poit
MOpCKI CBIHYETA I JPYTH.
[Tapxr e M3KTI0YNTENHO FOOpe
NOAXBPXKAH, YICT U IO pefieH.

B enuH oT mapkoBeTe B LIeHTBpa
Ha I'pajia TYpUCTHTE MOTaT fia
BUJIAT TAMETHUK Ha 3arMHa-
JINTE BB BOVHUTE KUTENN Ha
Kuexxa, u3gurHar ¢ momomira
Ha [IPU3HATeNHUTE UM CBIPax-
JaHu. 3a CTPOEKa Ha MOHY-
MEHTa Ca UMON3BaHN OCHOBHO

EN» the church exerted a
positive influence on the moral
education of the population. On
festive days, people of all ages
were congregating to the church
not just to light candles but to
communicate as well.

The holiday of the church is

on Spasovden [salvation day],
which is synonymic to its name
in Bulgarian.

The other religious jewel is the
St. Archangel Mihail church

in the village of Lazarovo. Its
construction was completed in
1869. The church is in use since
1874. During the totalitarian
regime, it was closed much like
many other churches across
the country. Inside, there were
many precious icons and murals,
which vanished with time.

After 1990, the St. Archangel
Mihail church resumed
operation. Every year, the
great religious holidays such
as Tsvetnitsa [Palm Sunday]
and Velikden [Easter] are

celebrated here.

A favourite place for both locals
and visitors is the picturesque
Gergana forest park. Its
territory extends over 54.6 ha
and is the preferred place for
family excursions on holidays.
The park has specific corners
for all interests and ages -
picnic and barbecue areas,
benches, children’s swings and
playgrounds, vast meadows,
etc. Kids are always those who
are the happiest with their visit.
The reason is that, in addition
to playing at will, they can
enjoy the small zoo founded

in 1980. In 28 solid buildings,
it shelters bears, roe deer,
ponies, mouflons, wild boars,
wolves, ostriches, foxes, swans,
ducks, goats, a large number
of Guinea pigs, etc. The park is
maintained exceptionally well,
it’s clean and tidy.

In one of the parks in the
town’s centre, tourists can see
a monument to the inhabitants
of Knezha fallen in the wars,

BG» cpencrsa oT gapeHuA.

Kuexa e JoMaKyH Ha aTpak-
TyBHIsE CeBepeH (ecTiBan Ha
MIOOUTENCKUTE YNTATALIHY
TeaTpu ,,3Be3feH mpax . Beska
TOI/HA CAMOJIEIHNUTE TeaTpanHu
TPYIIN IIPECTAaBAT CBOETO TBOP-
9eCTBO Ha CIIeHaTa Ha MECTHOTO
wyraie. [IpefcraBnennsTa
HAMAT ChCTe3aTelIeH XapaKTep.
Vnesita Ha decTyBana e ia
pajiBa My0/IMKaTa ¢ TaTaHTINBH
VM3ITB/IHEHNIS U [}a OCBILECT-
BAIBA KY/ITYpeH 0OMeH MeXTy
KOZeKTHBHUTE. [Ipyro pefoBHO
cpbutne B KHexa e Tpaguijnon-
HILSIT TTAHAWP, IPOBEXKAH BCAKA
TOJI/HA B KPast Ha aBryCT.

[Tocetntenure Ha KHexxa
TpsA6Ba Ja MMAT IpeABIL, de 3a
KHesxa e xapakTepHa cpaBHI-
TE/THO HICKATa CPeHOTOfMII-
Ha TeMIlepaTypa U TonAMaTa
CPeJHOTOfMIIIHA TeMIIepaTypHa
ammmntypa. Ilpes 40-te rogyan
Ha MUHA/INA BEK € IMAJIO
CIy4aii, B KOMTO JOpU U3Me-
peHaTa Hajf-HICKa abCOMOTHA
MVHJMA/IHA TeMIIepaTypa Ha
BpbX Mycana (Haii-BucoKus

B bprapus) e 6uia no-Buco-
Ka OTKONKOTO Ta3u B KHexa.
Criopep K/MMaTomno3nTe, Clef
rpap TppH, Kuexa e BTopuar

Haﬁ-CTy,IIeH rpaj B CTpaHara.

Jlpyra uHTEpecHa MOAPOOHOCT €,
ye B KHexxa ce HaMupa efyH-
CTBeHMAT B bbnrapua Mucturyr
1o napesuiara. [eorpadckoro
TIONIOXKEHME Y IIPUPOJHITE
JlaJleHOCTY BEKOBE Hapef, ca
0O/IaronpyATCTBAIY Pa3BUTHE-
TO Ha JI03aPCTBOTO, KAKTO 1
OTITIEKJAHETO Ha TEXHMYECKN I
(ypakHU KYITypH B PEIHOHA.
IIpon3BofcTBOTO Ha CIBHYO-
IJIef M apEeBMIA Ca TPaJMIMO-
HEH TIOMUHBK 32 TYKALIHOTO
HacerneHue. Taka oue pes 1924
I. Ce CTHTa [0 HAI'BTHO NIPaBUJI-
HOTO pellleHIie Ha bP)KaBHOTO
YIIpaB/IeHNe 3a Cb3IaBaHe Ha
onmuTHO none KbM IIpakTirde-
CKOTO 3€MEJIETICKO YIMIMIIE.
IIpes rojyHyTE OMMUTHOTO MOJE
TIpepacTBa B OIIUTHA CTAHINA,
3a []a ce CTUTHE JI0 I10/1araHe Ha
OCHOBMTE Ha HAyYHOU3CNIEI0BA-
TeJCKAaTa JILITHOCT B 0071aCTTa Ha
CeNeKLMATa ¥ OTITIEKAHETO Ha
L[apeBMYHaTa KyNTypa.

Knexa e mpumep 3a ymerno
OOLIMHCKO yIpaBIeHe I
KPeaTUBHOCT B HAMIPAHETO Ha
HayMHY M CPECTBA 33 KYNTyp-
HI pa3B/edeHns Ha )KUTEUTe
OT MajIKIA TPaf M 32 IPUBIIH-
YaHeTO Ha TYPUCTIL.

END erected by their grateful
fellow citizens. The construction
of the monument was funded
mainly by donations.

Knezha hosts the attractive
Star Dust Northern Festival

of amateur theatres of the
cultural centres. Every year,
the amateur theatre companies
are presenting their creative
work on the stage of the local
chitalishte. The spectacles are
not of competitive nature. The
idea of the festival is to make
the public happy with talented
performances and to provide
for cultural exchanges between
the companies. Another
regular event in Knezha is

the traditional fair, organized
annually in late August.

Knezha's visitors should keep
in mind that a relatively low
yearly average temperature and
big yearly average temperature
amplitude are characteristic

of the town. On one occasion
in the 1940s, even the lowest
absolute temperature measured
on Musala Peak (the highest in
Bulgaria) was higher than the
one in Knezha. According to
climatologists, after the town
of Tran, Knezha is the second

coldest town nationally.

Another interesting detail is that
Knezha is the seat of Bulgaria’s
only Institute of Maize. The
geographical location and the
natural condition have been
favourable since centuries

to the development of vine
growing in the region, as

well as to the cultivation of
industrial and fodder crops.
Sunflower and maize production
is a traditional livelihood for
the local population. Thus,

as early as in 1924, the state
administration came to the
absolutely sound decision to
create an experimental field
associated with the Practical
School of Agriculture. With
time, the experimental field
grew into an experimental
station, and evolved eventually
up to the foundation of the R&D
activities in the selection and
cultivation of maize.

Knezha is an example

of competent municipal
governance and of creativity

in the invention of means and
methods for organizing cultural
events for the inhabitants of the
small town and for attracting
tourists.




